Visit of Aidan Troy to USA, October 2007

It is said that a week is a long time in politics. Well my week in the USA simply flew by for me!

My two day visit to Louisville was rich in its variety ranging from speaking in Molly Malone’s (at home with the Dublin theme) to addressing students at Bellarmine University as part of their Celtic Culture course. It was good also to have opportunity to address the Irish Society and find them to be such an enthusiastic group. The care taken of me during this visit was superb, especially by the McKiernan family. The night before I left I was treated to an evening of Irish music by the younger McKiernans. 

Arriving in Detroit I was cared for so wonderfully by Irene and Jack Cahill – even getting a chance to play a game of golf (Jack won!). Addressing Irish-American Lawyers (including some Judges) was a great privilege and their learned questions were deep and interesting. It was great to renew again contact with AOH at their Hall on Grand River Avenue and find so much interest and enthusiasm. 

In Boston at the 24th Annual Convention of the Irish American Unity Conference I was honoured to be the keynote speaker on the escalating cycle of teenage suicides; not an easy topic but a necessary one to address. I applaud the San Francisco Chapter for their resolution in support of the value of human life. The quality and range of the speakers, including the outgoing Police Ombudsman, Nuala O’Loan, and Ambassador Ray Flynn was impressive. Each session was gripping and the presence of strong people from the Unionist tradition opened up a dialogue that will continue. Again, the foresight and courage of the organisers to risk such a face to face meeting must be warmly applauded. I know that something started in Boston that will have a most positive effect on the peace process in Ireland that is still in its infancy. 

I came home more convinced than ever of the crucial role of America in the hopes and dreams of Ireland. From the dark days of the Holy Cross School protest I have been befriended by so many groups and individuals from IAUC, AOH and others too numerous to mention. I must speed up creating the cross community Family Centre in Ardoyne that will serve Nationalist and Unionist starting with a crèche in which infants and their parents will find common ground in the needs and beauty of their babies. It is my dream that this coming together in the Family Centre will be the legacy of Holy Cross and the dawn of a new day in North Belfast sometimes better known for its divisions than for its unity. 

None of this would have happened without selfless organisation and attention to detail. The amazing amount of work done for my visit alone by Gretchen Bales is deeply appreciated. 

Céad mile fáilte greeted me everywhere I went. My final remark at the end of trip is ‘go raibh maith agaibh go léir’ (thanks to all)
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